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AMENDED MINUTES 

November 5, 2008 
9:30 a.m. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT     MEMBERS ABSENT 
Mr. William Benoit, Jr.     Mr. Duane Branch 
Mr. Robert DeBerardino     Mr. Clifton Lewis 
Mr. Roger Donaldson      Mr. Nelson McMath 
Mr. William Donovan      Mr. Amru Meah 
Ms. Dawn Holtrop       
Ms. Kelly Hunt 
Mr. Robert Jagenberg 
Mr. Kenneth Lawless 
Mr. Sean O’Neil 
Mr. Don Pratt 
Mr. Edwin Tatem 
Ms. Beth Yorke 
Mr. Tony Sanfilippo 
 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR & ECONOMIC GROWTH PERSONNEL ATTENDING 
Mr. Irvin J. Poke, Director 
Mrs. Beth Aben, Deputy Director 
Mrs. Holly Velez, Secretary to Mr. Poke 
Ms. Margie Hebden, Secretary to Mrs. Aben 
Mr. David Viges, Director, Office of Management Services 
Mr. Scott Fisher, Director, Office of Local Government & Consumer Services 
Mr. Larry Lehman, Chief, Building Division 
Mr. Todd Cordill, Assistant Chief, Plan Review 
Mr. Daniel O’Donnell, Chief, Electrical Division 
Mr. Tennison Barry, Chief, Mechanical Division 
Mr. Robert Konyndyk, Chief, Plumbing Division 
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OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 
Lynn Briggs, Contractors Legislative Services 
Lee Schwartz, Michigan Association of Home Builders 
Chris Redmond, Redmond Engineering 
Bert Gale, AGS 
Brent Soler, Schier Products 
Corey Roblee, International Code Council 
 
 1. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 
 

Chairperson Pratt called the meeting to order at approximately 9:30 a.m.  A quorum was 
determined present at that time. 
 

 2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 A MOTION was made by Commissioner Benoit and supported by Commissioner 

Jagenberg to approve the amended agenda.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Donovan and supported by Commissioner 
Benoit to approve the minutes of the September 10, 2008 meeting.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 

 
 4. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
 Commissioner Pratt welcomed our new Commissioner Roger Donaldson.  Mr. Donaldson 

was appointed as Chair of the Barrier Free Design Board at their September 19, 2008 
meeting.  Welcome to the Commission Roger! 

 
 Mr. Poke offered congratulations to Commissioner Benoit for his appointment as 

President of the Code Officials Conference of Michigan at their fall conference in 
October.  He also offered congratulations to the bureau’s Senior Building Inspector, John 
Tisdale for his appointment at 1st Director.  Congratulations to you both. 

 
 Mr. Poke offered congratulations to Commissioner Lawless and Clark Construction for 

recently being awarded the highest training award – The Cornerstone Award for Training 
Excellence by the Associated General Contractors of Michigan.  Great job! 

 
 Mr. Poke commented on the dissolution of the injunction that was placed on the 2003 

Michigan Uniform Energy Code effective October 24, 2008.  Notice was sent to all 
registered officials that same day. 
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 Mr. Poke did a radio interview with Glenn Haege from the Handyman Show regarding 

the Energy Code.  We are developing FAQ’s that will be placed on our website.  The 
Michigan Home Builders will be holding a roundtable discussion on November 11, 2008. 

 
 On December 28, 2008 the Department will undergo a name change to the Department of 

Energy, Labor & Economic Growth.  We also have a new Director, Stanley “Skip” Pruss 
who has replaced Director Keith Cooley who has accepted a position as CEO with 
NextEnergy. 

 
 Mr. Poke commented on the passing of the residential sprinkler provision at the final 

action hearings held in Minneapolis, MN in September.   
 
 Mr. Poke shared with the Commission that Holly Velez will be leaving the bureau in 

January to take a position as the Executive Assistant to Henry Green with the National 
Institute of the Bureau of Construction Codes.  Mr. Poke shared what an excellent job she 
has done taking care of him in the same fashion as she did former Director Green. 

 
 5. REPORT OF RESCINDING ORDINANCE – Document 08-71 
 

Mr. Scott Fisher presented a certified ordinance from City of Hillsdale/Hillsdale County 
rescinding their building ordinance and transferring the authority to the County of 
Hillsdale.  It is the recommendation of staff that this ordinance be approved. 

 
A MOTION was made by Commissioner Lawless and supported by Commissioner 
O’Neil to approve the ordinance.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 6. APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL TO ADMINISTER AND ENFORCE 

 
a) With Certified Ordinance – Document 08-64 
 

Mr. Scott Fisher presented an application for approval to administer and enforce and 
certified ordinances from the City of Three Rivers/St. Joseph County (Michigan 
Plumbing Code). 

 
A MOTION was made by Commissioner O’Neil and supported by Commissioner 
Benoit to accept the recommendation of staff to approve the applications and 
ordinances for approval to administer and enforce the above codes listed on 
Document 08-52.  MOTION CARRIED. 
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 7. PERFORMANCE EVALUATION REPORT 
 

a) Benzie County - Document 08-69 
 

  Mr. Scott Fisher presented a performance evaluation report of Benzie County.  It is 
the recommendation of staff to accept the report with the recommendations as 
outlined. 

 
  Following discussion by the Commission, a MOTION was made by Commissioner 

Donovan and supported by Commissioner Jagenberg to accept the recommendations 
of staff.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 8. APPLICATIONS FOR PROGRAM APPROVAL – Document 08-65 
 

Mr. Scott Fisher presented a list of continuing education program applications for 
approval.  The programs were reviewed and found to be in compliance with the 
registration rules and it is the recommendation of staff that the programs be approved. 

 
A MOTION was made by Commissioner Lawless and supported by Commissioner 
Donovan to approve the applications as submitted.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

 9. APPLICATIONS FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION INSTRUCTOR APPROVAL 
Document 08-66 
 
Mr. Scott Fisher presented a list of continuing education instructor applications for 
approval.  Each has documented training and education in compliance with the 
registration rules, and it is the recommendation of staff that the instructors be approved. 
 

 A MOTION was made by Commissioner Donovan and supported by Commissioner 
O’Neil to approve the applications as submitted.  MOTION CARRIED.   

 
10. APPLICATIONS FOR REGISTRATION OF CODE OFFICIALS 
 Document 08-67a-f 
 

Mr. Scott Fisher presented a list of applications for registration as building officials, 
building inspectors, plan reviewers, electrical inspectors, mechanical inspectors, and 
plumbing inspectors.  It is the recommendation of staff that the individuals listed be 
approved. 

 
A MOTION was made by Commissioner Benoit and supported by Commissioner Yorke 
to approve the applications with the exception of Mr. Cook noted on Documents 08-67 c 
& e be approved contingent upon final approval by the Board of Mechanical Rules.  
MOTION CARRIED.   
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11. INSPECTOR REGISTRATION APPEAL 
  

a) Mark B. Koppelo – Document 08-62 
 

Mr. Scott Fisher presented information regarding Mr. Koppelo’s appeal of the denial of 
his request for registration as a plan reviewer. 
 

 After discussion by Mr. Koppelo and the Commission a MOTION was made by 
Commissioner Benoit and supported by Commissioner Jagenberg to deny the applicants 
appeal based on the condition that he does not meet the requirements of the law.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
12. PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF MATERIALS, PRODUCTS & METHODS 

(Plumbing) 
 

Mr. Robert Konyndyk presented the following products for installation and use in the 
State of Michigan.  It is the recommendation of staff that the following products be 
approved: 

 
a) Penner Patient Care, Cascade Bath Systems, Premier, Model 360020-1P 

Document 08-70 
 

 b) Schier Grease Interceptor – Document 08-73 
 

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Donovan and supported by Commissioner 
Lawless to approve these products for installation and use in the State of Michigan 
subject to the conditions of use and installation.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
13. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Mr. Lee Schwartz commented that even though the Home Builders were involved with 
the Energy Code Lawsuit, it is over and they look forward to working with the bureau for 
a smooth transition.  He also congratulated Holly Velez on her new position and wished 
her well. 
 

14. OLD BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 

15. NEW BUSINESS 
 
 Commissioner Benoit inquired when the bureau planned to start working on the 2009 

Code Updates.  Mr. Poke replied that we are waiting for the publication of the update 
documents from ICC.  Divisions are looking ahead to start establishing the committees so 
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that work can commence as soon as the information is made available.  Mr. Schwartz 
addressed the fact that there is concern that the 2006 edition of the code just went into 
effect in August and due to the changes in the licensing law requiring all builder licensees 
to have an updated copy of the code book.  There is concern in the industry with having a 
code book for a year and a half and then forcing the licensees to purchase yet another 
code book, which he will be addressing down the road. 

 
16. 2009 MEETING SCHEDULE – January 9th, March 4th, May 6th, July 1st, September 2nd, 

November 4th 

 
17. ADJOURNMENT 
 

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Lawless and supported by Commissioner 
O’Neil to adjourn the meeting at approximately 10:05 a.m.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
                                                                                              
Chairman, Construction Code Commission   Date 
 

  






































































































